United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 106 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 145

WASHINGTON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1999

No. 21

House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, February 8, 1999, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 10:05 a.m. and was
called to order by the Chief Justice of
the United States.

TRIAL OF WILLIAM JEFFERSON
CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The Senate
will convene as a Court of Impeach-
ment. The Chaplain will offer a prayer.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd
QOgilvie, offered the following:

Mr. Chief Justice, it is with profound
sadness that we express our grief over
the loss of our legislative clerk, R.
Scott Bates, who, along with his wife,
Ricki Ellison Bates, last evening was
struck by a car while walking across
Lee Highway in Arlington. Mrs. Bates
remains in serious condition and needs
our prayers throughout this day.

Let us pray.

O eternal God, our heavenly Father,
who loves us with an everlasting love
and transforms the darkness of the
Valley of the Shadow of Death into
bright hope, the Senate family of Mem-
bers and staff call on You for strength,
comfort, and courage. Tragic death has
taken from us a beloved friend, an ad-
mired fellow worker, a faithful Senate
employee for over 30 years.

In the quietness we can hear his
voice call the roll, read proposed legis-
lation and, most of all, express his car-
ing friendship to us all.

Thank You for Scott’s commitment
to excellence and his dedication to the
work of the Senate regardless of long
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sessions or arduous debate. We inter-
cede now for his wife, for her complete
healing and recovery. Hold his wonder-
ful children in Your loving arms: Lisa,
Lori, and Paul. We remember with
gratitude Lisa and Lori’s outstanding
service as pages in the Senate. Help
them and their brother, Paul, to know
that their dad, whom they loved so
deeply, is with You. He trusted You in
this life and now lives with You for-
ever. Traumatic as was his physical
death, it was but a transition in his
eternal life.

Now, Lord, bless the Senate as it
turns to the work of this day, cog-
nizant of the shortness of time and the
length of eternity for all of us. In the
sure hope of the resurrection and eter-
nal life. Amen.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The Sergeant
at Arms will make the proclamation.

The Sergeant at Arms, James W.
Ziglar, made proclamation as follows:

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye! All persons are
commanded to keep silent, on pain of impris-
onment, while the Senate of the United
States is sitting for the trial of the articles
of impeachment exhibited by the House of
Representatives against William Jefferson
Clinton, President of the United States.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The majority
leader is recognized.

R. SCOTT BATES, LEGISLATIVE
CLERK

Mr. LOTT. Mr. Chief Justice, our
Senate family grieves today and our
hearts are heavy as a result of the
tragic loss of Scott Bates. Senators
come and Senators go, but Scott has
been a fixture in this great Chamber

for 30 years and the last 8 years as our
legislative clerk. His familiar voice
was a pillar of our continuity and tra-
dition. He was not just a coworker; he
was a friend, really a great guy. Even
as we conduct our business today, we
will be grieving, but those who knew
him well know that that is exactly
what he would want us to do, to con-
tinue with the work of the Senate to
which he devoted his life. He was an ex-
ample of public service at its finest,
never claiming the spotlight, never
seeking a headline, but always working
for the good of this institution and for
the country we are here to serve.

We pray for the recovery of his wife,
Ricki. We ask that the Lord keep her
and their three children always in His
care. Before | ask for a moment of si-
lence by the Senate, | yield to Senator
DAscHLE for his comments.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. The minority
leader is recognized.

Mr. DASCHLE. | thank the majority
leader. 1 thank our Chaplain for his
gracious prayer.

The presence of Scott Bates in that
chair and in our lives is something
most of us have counted on each and
every day. As the majority leader so
eloquently said, he, Scott, served the
Senate, our country, and each of us so
admirably for the last 30 years. Who
can forget that resonant voice? Who
can forget the call of the roll? Who can
forget the authority with which he ar-
ticulated each of our names? The an-
swer is—no one.

When Scott began his service, Sen-
ator Mansfield was the majority leader
and Senator Hugh Scott the minority
leader. Ever since that time, Scott was
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